
 
When does construction start?  
The planned construction start date is August 10, 2015. The entire project is expected to take 13 
months, or until September/October 2016. The first nine months of the project will involve building the 
addition behind the existing Carnegie. Then the Library will move out of the Carnegie and into the 
addition and contractors will refresh and restore the Carnegie.  
 
Will there be a ground breaking ceremony?  
Yes, a ground breaking ceremony is planned for Saturday, August 8 from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
ceremonial portion of the event will take place at 11:00 a.m. We will have children’s activities, music, 
and cupcakes!  
 
Will the library be open during construction?  
Yes, the library will be open during construction although there will be days when portions of the library 
are closed and some days when the entire library is closed. We will do our best to provide lots of notice 
for any days we are closed. 
 
Can we still check out books and other items? 
Absolutely! We will be open to patrons and our materials will still be available. We will still have story 
time and programs. We will try to retain as many of our services as possible during this time. 
 
Will anything be different in the library during construction?  
During the first three months, the contractors will work on the wall on the back of the existing Carnegie 
(east side). This wall will become the link between the new building and the existing building. This work 
will require them to build a temporary wall in the existing reference room. This means that we will lose 
space in this room and we will have to rearrange the internet computers in a new configuration for the 3 
month duration. That part of the library will be closed for at least three days while the temporary wall is 
built and the furniture and computer layout is reconfigured.  During this time you will continue to access 
the library as always, through either the front or side doors.  
 
The playground equipment disappeared. What happened? 
Utilities had to be relocated for the new addition. This type of work is frequently done in advance of 
actual construction; this also made use of good weather. Conduit for the relocated materials have to be 
laid outside the footprint of the addition. Therefore, the contractors had to dig trenches that crossed 
paths with the location of the slide.  Therefore, the slide had to be moved. Because the work done to 
the ground would vibrate and shake the surrounding area, including the swing location, the Parks 
Department thought that the safest thing to do was to remove the swing also. The play equipment will 
be put in storage for the time being, with the thought that they can be used in a sculpture for the park. 
This equipment will be replaced with new equipment after the building is complete. In the meantime, 
the spray park will continue to be open and operating this summer. 
 
Will the play equipment be replaced? 
Yes, it will be replaced with similar equipment but the new slide will not be as tall.  
 
Where will the construction staging be and how will this impact parking?  
All of the construction staging will be limited to Jefferson Street between 6th and 7th and the library staff 
parking lot on 7th and Jefferson. This will allow parking to remain on 6th Street and John Adams Street as 
well as on surrounding streets. The public lot, accessible via the driveway between the Ermatinger and 



the Fire Station, is also now fully accessible since the Ermatinger project is complete except for the 
spaces marked specifically for the Fire Station.  
 
Where should we park? 
You can park in all of the same places except for many spaces on Jefferson Street between 6th and 7th 
Streets. Also, please use the public lot which is accessed through the driveway between the Ermatinger 
House and the Fire Stations.  
 
Which trees will be removed? Are there plans to repurpose them? 
Five trees in total will be taken down. They are all in the area behind the Carnegie or close to 6th and 
Jefferson.  There is one maple; the rest are elm. Efforts will be made to save them and repurpose them 
should they be of good enough quality to save, dry and store.  
 
There will also be a ‘Tree Appreciation’ ceremony. This will take place on Monday, August 3 at 7:00 p.m. 
at Library Park.  
 
Will you have more books in the new building? 
Yes, there will be over double the amount of books. We will be re-incorporating many of the materials 
we’ve had in storage as well as purchasing new items for the new building.  In addition to expanded 
materials, the new building will include a large children’s area, a teen area, a large community room, a 
conference room, a 3D printer, and much more seating – in general, more space for everything! 
 
How much square footage will the new building have? 
The new building will have a total of 21,500 square feet over three floors, the two floors of the Carnegie 
and the two floors of the addition. To give you some scale, when the library was located at the Hilltop, it 
had 13,000 square feet. In terms of comparison, the new Sunnyside Library is just about 18,000 square 
feet and the West Linn Library is 22,000 square feet.  
 
What is the construction budget?  
$10,500,000.00 
 
 
 


