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Trees and other riparian vegetation 
along stream banks provide the shade 
needed to reduce water temperatures for 
coldwater fish and other  
aquatic species.

Keeping Your Drinking Water Safe
DO YOU HAVE AN IRRIGATION (SPRINKLER) SYSTEM FOR YOUR YARD OR 
GARDEN? If so, do you have appropriate backflow prevention installed? Backflow 
prevention is installed to protect against contamination caused by backflow 
conditions. All irrigation systems—new or existing—must be equipped with an 
Oregon-approved backflow prevention device or assembly. Three of the four 
types of backflow prevention require testing after installation, and then annually 
thereafter, to make sure they are working properly. Spring is an excellent time to 
schedule that annual backflow assembly test. By having the assembly tested prior 
to the irrigation season you can be confident that it is doing the job for which it is 
intended—helping to keep your drinking water safe.

Backflow assembly testers working in Oregon must be certified by the Oregon 
Health Authority, Drinking Water Program (OHA). Anyone interested in obtaining 
certification as a tester must successfully complete an OHA-approved Backflow 
Assembly Tester course. Testers who provide testing services for a fee or compen-
sation must obtain a license through either the Construction Contractor's Board 
or the Landscape Contractor's Board.

Be a smart consumer. The cost of a backflow assembly test can vary widely 
among testers. We recommend that you obtain more than one quote before 
hiring a tester. Also, check with your neighbors or home owner’s association; you 
might be able to negotiate a lower cost per test if there are several assemblies in 
close proximity, as the tester’s travel expenses are minimized.

Finally, make sure you receive a copy of the assembly test report. Oregon Admin-
istrative Rules say the tester should provide a copy of each completed test report 
to the water user or premise owner, and the water supplier, within 10 working 
days. We suggest you keep these reports on file as part of the maintenance record 
for your irrigation system. Make sure the tester knows who supplies your drinking 
water. This helps us administer our program in a more cost-effective manner.

To find a list of state-certified backflow assembly testers, or if you have additional 
questions about Oregon City’s Cross Connection/Backflow Prevention Program, 
call 503.657.8241 or visit www.orcity.org/publicworks/cross-connection-backflow-
prevention-program.htm.

Public Works Operations 
Center Improvements
OREGON CITY’S EXISTING PUBLIC WORKS OPERA-
TIONS CENTER (122 S. Center Street) has been 
located in the historic McLoughlin neighborhood for 
over 60 years. Operations staff deliver safe and reli-
able drinking water, sewer, stormwater and transpor-
tation services for citizens in Oregon City.

Oregon City has identified a need to expand the 
current facility after exploring several options to ac-
commodate future needs. Now, an approved 2009 
Public Works Center Plan is being refined to incorpo-
rate sensible design elements that reduce impacts to 
residents, institute good neighbor remedies typically 
associated with mixed land uses, and preserve the 
family-friendly character of the neighborhood.

Involving the community in the update is a top 
priority for the Public Works Department. Recently, 
the City’s design consultant met with several facility 
neighbors at their homes to get a firsthand feel for 
what neighbors see and experience. Homeowners 
say the Operations Center is a good neighbor. Their 
suggestions for improvements include street up-
grades and retaining the natural setting of the site.

Public Works will continue to collaborate with neigh-
bors, both near and far, through neighborhood 
briefings, site tours, and an open house. The Citizen 
Involvement Committee will also be updated on 
progress. The updated plan is scheduled to be com-
pleted in summer 2016. Learn more at: www.orcity.
org/publicworks/public-works-operations-center

Call 811 BEFORE 
You DIG
DO YOU HAVE AN UPCOMING 
PROJECT, AT HOME OR AT WORK, 
WHICH REQUIRES DIGGING? 
Whether that project is planting 
a tree, installing a mailbox, or 
building a fence or deck—projects 
big or small—you need to call 
811 several days before you dig. Using this free service makes it easy 
to comply with Oregon’s Excavation Laws and to stay safe during your 
project. Now, you can also request a locate online at  
http://digsafelyoregon.com/.

Most utility services that we depend on, such as cable TV, high-speed 
Internet, landline telephone, electric, natural gas, water and sewer, are 
buried underground in our community. Hitting an underground utility 
line while digging can cause serious injuries, disrupt service to entire 
neighborhoods, and potentially result in fines and repair costs.

When you call 811 a representative from your local one call center will 
answer the call to find out the location and description of the digging 
site. All affected utility companies will be notified of the intent to dig. 
The utility companies will send a professional locator to the digging 
site to identify and mark the approximate location of the underground 
lines. Once lines have been marked, you should respect the marks and 
dig carefully around them. 

Be aware that public utilities, such as water and sewer, will only mark 
the public portion of the line, not the private side that begins after the 
water meter (water) or at the property/curb line (sewer). Private locat-
ing services can assist in locating private utility lines on your property.

Remember—always call 811 before you dig and KNOW WHAT’S BELOW.

Improving Water Quality by 
Lowering Water Temperature
URBAN STORMWATER IS POLLUTED BY OUR EVERYDAY AC-
TIVITIES. We can improve water quality in some easy ways—by 
making mindful decisions about lawn care and vehicle mainte-
nance, and by being responsible pet owners (scoop the poop!). 
Not all water quality issues are so obvious.

One challenge Oregon City faces is lowering the temperature 
of the stormwater that ultimately flows into the Clackamas and 
Willamette Rivers. Urban development has disrupted original 
watershed processes, especially by the removal of riparian 
vegetation. This has resulted in elevated water temperature 
that can negatively impact coldwater fish and other coldwater 
aquatic species.

Oregon City’s Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Implementa-
tion Plan describes how the city will address the need to lower 
water temperature. Read the plan by visiting www.orcity.org/
publicworks/npdes-documents-page. One of the most cost-
effective and relatively simple methods is to restore native ripar-
ian vegetation along the edges of streams. Shade, from trees 
and other riparian plants, has been shown to be more effective 
in temperature reduction when streams are 20 feet wide or less. 

Most of the tributaries of the Clackamas and Willamette that 
flow through Oregon City’s urban growth boundary are less 
than 20 feet wide, with many being less than 10 feet wide. 
Does a stream flow through your property? Are you looking for 
ways you can help improve water quality in Oregon City? Get 
information from the Greater Oregon City Watershed Council 
at www.gocwc.org, the Clackamas River Basin Council through 
www.clackamasriver.org, or contact Oregon City Public Works 
at 503.657.8241.
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Planning Division Online
AN EXTENSIVE NUMBER OF RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU AT YOUR FINGERTIPS AT  
WWW.ORCITY.ORG. By navigating to the Planning Division homepage, you will have access to:
 ❚ A list of proposed developments around the City
 ❚ Information guides to construct a fence, deck, carport, detached garage, home addition, etc.
 ❚ An interactive mapping system including aerial photos
 ❚ Historic home information and resources
 ❚ Applications, processes and timelines

You may also visit us at our office Monday–Friday from 8:30am–3:30pm at 221 Molalla Ave, Suite 200 or 
call us at 503.722.3789.

What is the difference between a Homeowners 
Association and a Neighborhood Association?
A HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION IS A PRIVATE ORGANIZATION generally set up by the developer 
of your subdivision. Residents will often pay dues to the homeowners association (HOA) for 
maintenance of common areas. A restriction on your property deed gives the HOA power to enforce 
Covenants, Codes & Restrictions (CC&R’s), which are a set of private rules and restrictions for your 
property. CC&R’s typically address fences, parking, home color, etc. The City cannot enforce these 
private restrictions. 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS ARE LARGER GEOGRAPHIC AREAS which are organized by the 
City. Neighborhood associations bring neighbors together to discuss neighborhood issues and plan 
activities. Presentations are regularly made to neighborhood associations by the City, developers, 
school district and the business community. 

You can find your Neighborhood Association on the Oregon City website at www.orcity.org. Each 
Neighborhood Association meets as often as monthly, and as seldom as quarterly. Notification of 
the neighborhood meetings is generally posted within the neighborhood boundary, and postcards 
are mailed out by the City. (See also page 30 in this issue.)

Each neighborhood in Oregon City is unique in it's physical, social and economic diversity, from the 
businesses in the downtown area to the neighborhoods on the hilltop. Bordered by rivers, offering 
recreational and economic opportunities, parks, homes, hiking and nature walks—Oregon City's 
uniqueness benefits from active, local input and involvement from its citizens as the city continues 
to develop and mature.

Citizen Involvement Committee (CIC)
THE CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE FACILITATES COMMUNICATION AMONG NEIGHBORS 
AND WITH THE CITY. The primary goal of the committee is to encourage public participation and 
knowledge of land use and government activities while listening to the needs of the neighborhoods. 

“As a contributor and active member of my neighborhood association, I have also been actively in-
volved in the CIC. I see the advantages of keeping communication transparent and open; for knowing 
who, when and where to go to if there is a concern, and to enjoy the sense of pride and community of 
working together.” —Barbara Renken, CIC Secretary & Vice Chair of Park Place Neighborhood Assn.

The CIC is comprised of two representatives elected from each neighborhood association. The repre-
sentatives are encouraged to involve their neighborhood in City activities, including street cleanups, 
beautification projects, volunteer opportunities and concerns that arise. A chair, vice chair and sec-
retary are elected among the representatives who create the agendas and facilitate each meeting. 
The group is supported by a City Commissioner, the City Manager and Planning Division staff who 
attend each meeting, providing a direct contact for all levels of the City. The CIC meets at City Hall 
on the first Monday of most months. Upcoming meetings may be found online at www.orcity.org.
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Sanitary Sewer Moratorium 
Construction Project Update

ON AUGUST 6, 2014, THE CITY COMMISSION ADOPTED AN ORDINANCE DECLAR-
ING A MORATORIUM ON LAND DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING PERMIT AP-
PROVALS FOR SPECIFIC AREAS WITHIN OREGON CITY THAT WERE IDENTIFIED AS 
LACKING SANITARY SEWER CAPACITY. Sanitary sewer deficiencies were identified as 
part of the update to Oregon City’s Sanitary Sewer Master Plan (SSMP) which was 
adopted on October 1, 2014 and set forth solutions necessary to correct the problems 
and also serves as the City’s corrective program. 

In order to implement SSMP identified solutions to resolve capacity deficiencies need-
ed to lift the sanitary sewer moratorium, the City Commission adopted a resolution 
on September 17, 2014 implementing new monthly sanitary sewer collection charge. 

Through the adoption of Ordinances 15-002 and 15-015, the moratorium was 
extended for two, additional 6 month periods and is currently in effect until April 1, 
2016 but is expected to be extended.

During the first 6-month moratorium extension, the 12th St NW moratorium area 
was lifted as a result of completed upgrades. During the second 6-month extension, 

sewer upgrades in the Madison Street and 14th Street to Division Street Sewer Project have been completed, which has allowed the 12th St 
SW, 12th St NE, and the 12th St, 13th St and Division St moratorium areas to be lifted. 

Engineering consultants working for the City have begun to design the Linn Avenue sewer project. Construction is planned for the summer 
2016. The completion of this project is expected to allow the lifting of the Linn Ave N and Linn Ave S moratorium areas in the fall of 2016. 
The Hazelwood sewer project is the final project needing construction in order to lift the land development and building permit approval 
moratorium. It is expected to be designed and constructed in 2016–2017, and will result in lifting the moratorium for the Hazelwood area.

Do I Need a Contractor?
ARE YOU A HOMEOWNER WHO IS THINKING ABOUT MAKING SOME MUCH 
NEEDED REPAIRS AROUND THE HOUSE? Or perhaps, you’re thinking of planning an 
addition to your home? Or maybe, you’re a future homeowner thinking of building 
your first home, so you start that search for the right contractor. Wherever you may 
fit into this little scenario, it is very important that before you sign into any contract 
obligation, you verify that your contractor is both licensed to operate in your city, and 
that they are licensed by the state you live in.

All contractors working in the city of Oregon City, must have a valid city business 
license, and must be licensed as a contractor with the State of Oregon. Never enter 
into a contract until all licenses are verified and references are checked to your satis-
faction and are compliant with the State of Oregon. Check, too, with your local juris-
diction to see who is responsible for obtaining the permits for whatever work it is you 
may have done. It is recommended that the contractor obtain the required permits as 
this makes them responsible for the work performed.

Any reputable contractor will need to have current licenses for the work that they are preforming, and provide references upon request. 
Having a reputable contractor will be invaluable in helping you get your project completed, and make sure that all work is performed in a 
safe manner that meets all minimum code requirements for the State of Oregon and the City of Oregon City.

The City of Oregon City Building Department is available to answer questions regarding contractor licensing and permit requirements. We can be 
reached at 503.722.3789

Linn Ave N

Linn Ave S

Hazelwood

12th St SW
Moratorium has been lifted

12th St NW
Moratorium has been lifted

12th St, 13th St, Division St
Moratorium has been lifted

12th St NE
Moratorium has been lifted
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