Oregon City’s Quality Drinking Water
Oregon City is fortunate in so many ways. Our environment is interesting with its multifaceted topography, evergreen flora, and abundance of waterways. Our livability is strong with excellent employment opportunities, happening social centers, and livable neighborhoods. We are also fortunate that in Oregon City we seldom need to think about the basics like quality drinking water. Water may not be something we need to think about, but when considering many places inside and outside of the country, clean drinking water is a luxury that is generally undervalued.

Oregon City drinking water wasn’t always as good as it is today. Prior to 1915, Oregon City’s drinking water came from the Willamette River. After a typhoid outbreak, Oregon City and West Linn partnered to build a water treatment plant which draws water from the Clackamas River. Today, the City continues its longstanding history of delivering quality drinking water.

Applaud Oregon City, as it has been a leader in raising funding for infrastructure and doing its part to keep up with system needs. Our recent rate history is responsible, and we have been a leader in charging growth for the cost of growth. Despite local efforts, it’s complicated by our built environment. In the US, the industry of water delivery continues to be plagued with aged infrastructure. In 2019, the American Society of Civil Engineers gave Oregon a grade of “C-” for drinking water infrastructure. A “C-” grade is considered mediocre, requiring attention. The grade is based on the following eight criteria:  capacity, condition, funding future need, operation and maintenance, public safety, resilience and innovation. Visit this website for additional details https://www.infrastructurereportcard.org/. Individual cities are not graded.

Despite the local efforts to manage our aged infrastructure, Oregon City’s ability to pay the full cost of needed upgrades continues to be a challenge. Be on the lookout. During the next 12 months, Oregon City will be sharing details about its water system, its shortcomings, and how local funding could better serve our needs.
