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Josephine’s Rose

Josephine Hunsaker was the daughter of one of the early pioneer families to come to Oregon City.  In January of 1853, the entire Hunsaker family was exposed to Typhoid, then called ‘Mountain Fever’.  Josephine, the eldest and much loved daughter, caught it that winter.  Dr. John McLoughlin, Chief Factor for Hudson’s Bay Company at Fort Vancouver knew Josephine from the school he ran for children there.  When he heard of her illness, he came to visit and brought her a rose from his own garden.  He planted it outside Josephine’s window 
to cheer her.

Josephine and her brother Horton never recovered, and died that spring.  Josephine’s mother planted the rose at her gravesite, where it still grows today, in Oregon City’s historical Mountain View Cemetery.

Josephine Hunsaker

Died March 10, 1853 

12 yrs, 11 mos, 27 days

