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Oregon City Municipal Code
Chapter 16.04 General Provisions and Administration of Land Divisions

16.04.010 - Purpose. 
This title is enacted in compliance with ORS 92.010 through 92.160 to establish procedures and standards for partitioning and subdividing land within the City. These regulations, along with requirements of the City's underlying zoning, provide the dimensional requirements for building lots, street locations, street design, rights-of-way, location requirements for houses on residential lots, the provision of adequate open space for recreation and community facilities, and the basic requirements for the installation of public utilities, all with the aim of achieving: 
A.  A sufficient supply of needed housing with satisfactory living conditions in new subdivisions that comply with Statewide Planning Goal 10 and implementing administrative rules, guidelines and statutes; 
B.  The protection, conservation and proper use of the land; 
C.  The timely and efficient extension of public facilities and services without excessive expenditure of public funds in accordance with Statewide Planning Goals 11 and 14 and their implementing administrative rules and guidelines; 
D.  The simplification and greater accuracy of land descriptions; 
E.  The protection of property owners from excessive assessment for future utility installations and to provide a means of ensuring that property owners pay only their fair share of the cost of providing public facilities and services; 
F.  The protection of the health, safety and general welfare of the public; 
G.  Increased consumer protection by assuring that only those lots which have met city requirements and have been lawfully created through subdivision or partition approval are allowed to be advertised for sale; 
H.  Increased urban density and a livable design that achieves Metro-mandated requirements, while providing an enjoyable living and working environment; and 
I.  Safe, direct and convenient pedestrian and bicycle access, where reasonably possible within, from and between residential, commercial, industrial and institutional developments and neighborhood activity centers in accordance with Statewide Planning Goal 12 and the implementing administrative rule. 

16.04.015 - Fees. 
A.  Filing Fees. The City Commission shall establish by resolution a schedule of fees for all land division and engineering plan reviews, inspections, applications and appeals provided for under this title. Fees shall be structured to reflect the City's actual or average cost of providing the required services and shall be paid in full at the time of application, along with all other required information and documents before the application to be deemed complete. Filing fees shall not be refundable or reimbursable except as provided in OCMC 17.50.290 of this Code. 
B.  Technical Plan Check and Inspection Fees. The City Commission shall establish by resolution a plan check and inspection fee. This fee shall be paid to cover the City's costs of reviewing plans and inspecting public improvements. 
C.  Other Fees. The fees required by this chapter are in addition to any fees charged by any other department of the City and any other governmental entity with regulatory jurisdiction. 
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16.04.020 - Conditions of land division approval. 
The decision-maker may impose reasonable conditions of approval on any approval granted under this title to ensure that the application meets, or will meet, any application approval standard. 
 
16.04.025 - Restrictions on sale of lots until process is complete. 
A.  No person shall negotiate to sell any lot in a subdivision until a preliminary plat has been approved pursuant to this title. 
B.  No person shall complete the sale of any lot in any subdivision until the final subdivision plat for the development has been approved under this title and properly recorded with the county. 
C.  Parcels subject to the partition process under this title may be advertised, and sales negotiated, prior to preliminary partition plat approval; however, no sale of any such lot may be completed until the city has granted final partition approval under this title and the plat is properly recorded with the county. 
 
16.04.030 - Severability. 
If any part of this title is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, that part shall be deemed separate from the balance of the title and the invalidation of any part of this title shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any of the title's remaining portions. 
 
16.04.035 - Nuisance—Violations and penalties. 
Any act, omission or use of property in violation of the requirements of this chapter shall constitute a nuisance, a civil infraction and a code violation subject to the code enforcement provisions of Chapters 1.16, 1.20 and 1.24. 
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