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WHAT ARE GEOLOGIC HAZARDS?

Land with a 25% or greater slope

727.16 acres or 9% of the City

25% Slope:

1 ft rise/fall over 

4 ft distance



WHAT ARE GEOLOGIC HAZARDS?

Land within 50 feet of a 25% or greater slope 

902.19 acres or 11% of the City



WHAT ARE GEOLOGIC HAZARDS?

Land with known landslides

335.75 acres or 4% of the City



WHAT ARE GEOLOGIC HAZARDS?

Land within 200 feet of known landslides

570.33 acres or 7% of the City



GEOLOGIC HAZARDS OVERLAY

1,830.32 acres or slope % of the City

• Slope of 25% or Greater

•Within 50ft. of Slopes

•Landslides

•Within 200ft. of Landslides 



IS MY PROPERTY WITHIN THE GEOLOGIC HAZARDS OVERLAY?

 Call the Planning Division at (503) 722-3789

 Check the City website.  Go online to www.orcity.org

and click on OCWebMaps.

http://www.orcity.org/


WHAT TYPE OF PROJECTS REQUIRE CITY REVIEW?

Nearly anything within the Geologic Hazards Overlay requires review.



WHAT PROJECTS ARE EXEMPT FROM CITY REVIEW?

Excavation of less than 2 feet 

in depth, or less than 25 cubic 

yards of volume.

Fill of less than 2 feet in depth 

or 25 cubic yards of volume.

Construction, or replacement 

of utility lines in the city right-

of-way, or public easement.

Emergency actions to prevent 

imminent threat to public health, 

safety, or danger to property.
Removal of noxious vegetation.

Alteration of a structure of 

less than 500 square feet 

that does not involve grading.



WHAT DOES THE REVIEW ENTAIL?

 Compliance with Chapter 17.44 of the Oregon City Municipal Code

 Analysis of site conditions and proposed development by professionals.  Examples 

include:

 Soil

 Groundwater

 Drainage

 Topography

 Tree removal

 Grading

 Erosion control techniques

 Construction (i.e. size and location)

 Stability of adjacent properties 

 Impact of development on the lot and the adjacent properties

 Procedures to ensure requirements are completed



EXAMPLES OF CITY CODE REQUIREMENTS

 Limit construction dates (primarily May-October). 

 Requirements for terracing to avoid large vertical cuts 

 Limiting density

 Slopes 25-35%- density limited to 2 dwelling units per acre.

 Slopes Above 35% - development is prohibited with exceptions.

 Limiting Disturbances

 Slopes 25-35%- No more than 50% or 4,000 square feet of the surface area, whichever is 

smaller, may be graded or stripped of vegetation or covered with structures or 

impermeable surfaces.

 Slopes Above 35% - Avoid locating roads, utilities, and public facilities on or across slopes 

exceeding thirty-five percent. 



WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR REVIEW?

It depends on:

 The specific site and 

 The proposed development.

No Review Required In-House Review Public Review



EXAMPLE: SMALL SHED OUTSIDE HAZARD AREA

Meet with the City Engineer to 

Determine the Level of Review

No Geologic Hazards 

Review Required

This is a fictional example.



EXAMPLE: REAR PORCH IN HAZARD AREA

Meet with the City Engineer to 

Determine the Level of Review

Hire a Professional to meet 

with City Engineer

Construction and Inspections 

In-House Review:

Building Permit

This is a fictional example.



EXAMPLE: LARGE ADDITION IN HAZARD AREA

Meet with the City Engineer to 

Determine the Level of Review

Hire a Professional to meet 

with City Engineer

Construction and Inspections 

Public Review:

Application for Geologic Hazards Review

Public Notice and Comment

Staff Report

Appeal Period

This is a fictional example.



QUESTIONS?

www.orcity.org


