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Residential W indow  Typ es 
The character o f o ld er and  histo ric ho m es are o ften d efined  by their 
w ind ow s, w hether an  1880 s Q ueen Anne o r a 1950 s Sp lit-Level. W hile 
they vary in  size, shap e, m aterials and  p ro p o rtio n, w ind ow s also  g ive 
scale to  a house and  p rovid e d ep th. The p rop o rtio n, d ivisio ns and     
m aterials o f a w ind ow  are essential elem ents o f d esig n. In  m o st cases, 
w ind ow s are the m o st d o m inant visual elem ent o f an  o ld er and  histo ric 
ho use.   
 
Like architectural styles, there are a w id e rang e o f w ind ow  typ es.    
W ind ow s have evo lved  as techno log y has ad vanced . From  the early 
m ulti-p ane d o ub le-hung  sash to  the m o d ern p late g lass p icture        
w ind ow , they have also  chang ed  alo ng  w ith the p op ularity of d ifferent 
resid ential architectural styles. 
 
As a ho m eow ner o f an  o ld er and  histo ric resid ence, yo u m ay w ant to  
learn m o re ab o ut yo ur w ind ow s, w hy they are uniq ue and , m o st        
sig nificant, how  to  ensure they are m aintained  and  energ y efficient.   
The w eatherizatio n of w ind ow s, as p art o f a w ho le-ho use strateg y, is        
Im p o rtant. H o m eow ners have cho ices. O ld er w ind ow s can alw ays b e 
retro fitted  to  b e m o re energ y efficient thro ug h a variety o f m ethod s, 
d ep end ing  o n  the typ e o f w ind ow . 
 
This g uid e is intend ed  as a reso urce to  help  g et yo u started  by        
id entifying  so m e o f the m o st co m m o n w ind ow  typ es fo und  in  o ld er 
and  histo ric resid ential architecture. A series o f o nline links are         
p rovid ed  fo r m any o f the w ind ow  typ es so  yo u can learn m o re. 
 

Fo r m o re info rm atio n... 

 
 

G o  to  w w w .P reservatio nN atio n.o rg /W eatherizatio n to  find  
ad d itio nal reso urces o n  w ind ow s and  m uch m o re fo r yo ur 
o ld er and  histo ric b uild ing . 

www.preservationnation.org
www.preservationnation.org/weatherization


Bay and Bow  
Ang ular and  p ro jecting  fro m  the w all, b ay w ind ow s can b e fo und  on  
any sto ry o f a b uild ing  and  o n  m any b uild ing  typ es. A b ay w ind ow  w ill 
allow  m o re d aylig ht, p rovid e m o re view s and  o ffer b etter air circulatio n.  
 
Bay - This w ind ow  is usually m ad e up  o f three ind ivid ual w ind ow  units 
(tho ug h so m etim es it can b e m o re). The sid e units w ill p ro ject o ut-
w ard s fro m  the w all and  the center w ind ow  w ill jo in them  to g ether. 
G enerally, ang les m ay b e 30 , 4 5, 6 0  o r 9 0  d eg ree ang les. W ind ow s w ill 
b e co m b ined  often w ith o p erab le and  inop erab le units. 
 
Bow  - Like a b ay, this w ind ow  co m b ines a m o re ro und ed  curve than the 
ang led  step  style o f the related  b ay w ind ow  typ e. G enerally there w ill 
b e four o r five w ind ow  units to  m ake up  the curved  b ow  w ind ow .  
 
A Bay w ith m etal casem ent w ind ow s o n  Tud o r style ho use. 
B Art Deco  ap artm ent b uild ing  in  Brooklyn, N Y, w ith m etal        

casem ent w ind ow s.  
C Bay w ith o ne-over-o ne w oo d  d o ub le-hung  sash w ind ow   
D Bay w ith sing le m etal casem ent w ind ow s o n  Tud o r style 

ho use. 
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W o od-fram e V icto rian co ttag e w ith  p ro m inent b ay w indow   
M anchester, N ew  H am p sh ire  
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Casem ent 
Casem ent w ind ow s are o ften a d efining  elem ent o f resid ential architec-
ture. These are w id ely used  in  b o th trad itio nal and  co ntem p o rary d e-
sig n. Casem ent w ind ow s are typ ical o f the Tud o r, Arts and  Crafts, Art 
Deco  styles. These w ind ow s are hing ed  o n  o ne sid e and  m ay sw ing  out 
o r in.  They can b e arrang ed  as a sing le w ind ow  o r p aired  and  the 
fram es m ay b e w o od  o r m etal (ro lled  steel). M etal casem ent w ind ow s 
can b e m ad e m o re energ y efficient by caulking  aro und  the m aso nry 
o p ening s, ad d ing  w eather strip p ing  and  installing  sto rm  w ind ow s 
(interio r and /o r exterio r). 
 
A, B Stream lined  casem ent w ind ow s w ere p o p ular in  the 1930 s and  

4 0 s fo r Art Deco  and  Art M o d erne architecture. 
C Trad itional casem ent d esig ns w ere o ften used  in  the 1920 s and  

30 s fo r co ttag e and  Tud o r style resid ences. 
D Central fixed  casem ent w ith transo m s o n  ap artm ent b uild ing  in  

Denver, CO . 
E Brass casem ent, hing ed  so  that it sw ing s in. 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• The R ep air and  Therm al U p g rad ing  o f H isto ric Steel W ind ow s. 

N atio nal P ark Service. Sharo n C. P ark, AIA. 
• Steel Casem ent W ind ow  R ep airs. City o f P ho enix, AZ . 
• M etal W ind ow s. Build ing  Conservatio n Directo ry. P eter Clem ent 
 
 

A B 

 

Stream lined Art M oderne house w ith  m etal casem ent w indow s  
S outh  Bend, Indiana  
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www.preservationnation.org
http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief13.htm
http://phoenix.gov/HISTORIC/steel.pdf
http://www.buildingconservation.com/articles/metalwin/metalw.htm


Go th ic 
Com m only p o inted , m ay b e p aired  o r have ad d itional w ind ow s flanking  
the center w ind ow . W ind ow s m ay b e ang ular o r feature a lancet arch — 
a tall narrow  w ind ow  w ith p o inted  arch at the to p , shap ed  o ften like a 
sp ear. An architectural m o tif fo und  o ften o n  relig ious structures, p laced  
sing ularly o r in  p airs. Ap p ears in  early G o thic p eriod  o f architecture and  
later G o thic R evival style o f nineteenth century. Features d etailing  and  
elem ents also  o ften referred  to  Carp enter G o thic resid ential architec-
ture. Found  o ften in  p icturesq ue rural setting s.  
 
A P aired  w ind ow s w ith lattice-style fenestratio n and  d rip  m o ld ,    

d esig ned  to  p ro tect the w ind ow  fro m  w ater — d irecting  it o ut  
and  aw ay fro m  the sash. 

B In this exam p le, no te how  the functio nal shutters are d esig ned    
to  m atch the p ro files o f the p rim ary sash. 

C The use o f scroll saw  allow ed  the ap p licatio n o f elab o rate w o od  
m o ld ing s, in  this case, over lead ed -g lass. 

D P aired  o ne over one d o ub le-hung  sash G o thic w ind ow . 
E Sing ular tw o  over tw o  d o ub le-hung  sash G o thic w ind ow . 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• G uid e to  the Alexand er Jackso n Davis P ap ers. 
• Lynd hurst, Am erica’s p reem inent exam p le o f resid ential G o thic 

R evival architecture, Tarrytow n, N Y. 

A C D 

 

Go th ic Revival house w ith  p aired lancet arched w indow s  
W indso r, V erm ont  
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www.preservationnation.org
http://www.nypl.org/research/chss/spe/rbk/faids/davisaj.pdf
http://www.lyndhurst.org/home.html


Leaded and Stained Glass 
Althoug h colo red  o r b eveled  g lass is o ften referred  to  as lead ed  and /o r 
stained  g lass, there are varieties and  d ifferent typ es d esp ite the inter-
chang eab le use o f term ino lo g y. This hig hly d eco rative g lass can b e col-
o red , p ainted , enam eled  o r tinted  and  held  tog ether by lead , co p p er o r 
zinc cam es. R esid ential architecture o f all styles o ften inco rp o rates this 
fo rm  of w ind ow . 
 
A Detail o f sho e from  w ind ow  in  the S ho e H o use in  York, PA. 
B R o und  arched  d oub le-hung  sash w ind ow  w ith elab orate d esig n. 
C Transom  w ith lead ed  and  stained  g lass o n  Brooklyn, N Y, row  

ho use. 
D The richness o f d etail is visib le in  this w ind ow . 
E O val-shap ed  fixed  stained  g lass w ind ow . 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• Conservatio n and  R esto ratio n o f Stained  G lass — An O w ner’s 

G uid e. V irg inia R ag uin. 
• Scientific Exam inatio ns of H isto rical Stained  G lass. M anfred  

To rg e, W o lfg ang  M uller and  K arin Ad am . 
• Stained -G lass P rotectio n: V entilation Sp ecificatio ns fo r P ro tec-

tive G lazing . R o n Bovard . 
• The P reservatio n and  R ep air of H isto ric Stained  and  Lead ed  

G lass. N atio nal P ark Service. N eal A. V o g el and  R o lf Achilles. 
 

A B D 

 

Tudo r Revival house w ith  p ro jecting , leaded-g lass b ay w indow   
P h iladelp h ia, P ennsylvania  
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www.preservationnation.org
http://www.international.icomos.org/publications/93stain13.pdf
http://www.struers.com/resources/elements/12/2436/38art6.pdf
http://www.traditional-building.com/article/bovard.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/HPS/tps/briefs/PB_33.pdf
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M odern 
Like earlier architectural styles, w ind ow s are im p o rtant in  help ing  to  d e-
fine m od ern, m id -century ho use typ es, fro m  ranch ho uses to  sp lit lev-
els. The sizes, typ es, arrang em ents and  m aterials o f w ind ow s d uring  
this p eriod  w ere larg ely exp erim ental and  o ften m ass p ro d uced . O ver-
sized  p late-g lass fixed  w ind ow s, cleresto ry and  the ’p icture w ind ow ’ are 
so m e o f the innovatio ns. M od ern w ind ow s can b e m ad e m o re energ y 
efficient by caulking  aro und  the m aso nry o p ening s, ad d ing  w eather 
strip p ing  and  installing  sto rm  w ind ow s (interio r and /o r exterio r).  
 
A Irreg ular and  oversized  fixed  p late g lass w ind ow s. 
B P icture w ind ow  w ith fixed  p late g lass at center and  o p erab le     

jalo usie w ind ow s flanking  at each end . 
C Distinctive stained  g lass w all o n  ranch ho use in  Savannah, G A.  
D Ang ular cleresto ry w ind ow s. 
E Curved  g lass b locks. 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• Atom ic R anch m ag azine 
• H isto ric P reservatio n G uid elines fo r V illag e G rove 1-6  H isto ric 

District. City o f Sco ttsd ale, AZ . 
• Little Boxes. N o rth Carolina Sig nature 
• R etro  R enaissance. Alaska Airlines M ag azine. 

A C D 

 

Ranch style ho use w ith  larg e steel-fram ed p icture w indow  
Dallas, Texas  
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www.preservationnation.org
http://www.atomic-ranch.com/
http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/Assets/documents/historiczoning/villagegrove.pdf
http://www.modernhomenetwork.com/properties/JohnJones502/docs/JohnJones-SignatureMagazineArticle.pdf
http://www.360modern.com/home/press/360_AlaskaAirlinesMagazine_2007-10-23.pdf


O riel 
These p ro jecting  b ay w ind ow s, usually o n  an  up p er sto ry, d o  no t ex-
tend  to  the g ro und . They o rig inally d evelop ed  as a form  o f p o rch, 
p op ular in  G o thic R evival style b uild ing s.  Typ ically its w alls are sup -
p o rted  by a co rb elled  o r b racketed  b ase. 
 
A O riel w ith three b rackets on  b rick Q ueen Anne resid ence. 
B M etal-sid ed  o riel w ith curved  g lass sash and  lead ed  g lass       

transo m s.  
C Tw o -sid ed  o riel on  Q ueen Anne style resid ence in  Sacram ento, 

CA. 
D O riel w ith co p p er b ase at g ab le o f Q ueen Anne style resid ence   

in  H arrisb urg , PA.  
E Q ueen Anne resid ence in  W ilm ing to n, DE, w ith w o od -fram e o riel. 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• O riel W ind ow s: A P attern Book fo r N ew q uay. 
 
 
 

A C D 

 

Tudo r Revival house w ith  leaded g lass o riel w indow  over entrance  
Drexel H ill, P ennsylvania  
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http://www.duchyofcornwall.org/pdfs/pattern%20book/5044-Pattern-Book-L.pdf
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Patterned 
The Arts and  Crafts, P rairie and  Q ueen Anne architectural styles o ften 
feature w ind ow s w ith very d istinctive and  uniq ue p atterns. These are 
usually casem ents o r d oub le-hung  w oo d  sash w ind ow s. So m etim es the 
up p er sash w ill b e d ivid ed  into  m ultip le p anes o f g lass w ith a low er 
sash as a sing le p iece o f g lass. U sually these are in  the fo rm  o f g rid s o r 
d iam o nd /lattice style p atterns. O ften the w ind ow  surro und s and  cas-
ing s w ill b e very w id e, and  g roup ed  as rib b o n w ind ow s, esp ecially w ith 
the Arts and  Crafts and  P rairie styles. 
 
A Lattice p atterned  sid elig hts and  Dutch d oo r. 
B Tw enty-one-over-o ne Craftsm an style d o ub le-hung  sash. 
C P air of tw elve-over-tw o, w oo d  casem ent w ind ow s on  1930 s    

resid ence in  N ew  O rleans, LA. 
D Diam ond  p atterned  d o ub le-hung  sash w ind ow  and  fixed  transo m . 
E Six-over-o ne d o ub le-hung  sash w ind ow s w ith w id e surro und . 
F Fixed  center w ind ow  and  tw o  casem ent w ind ow s. 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• Craftsm an Style G uid e, City o f G lend ale, CA. 

A C E 

 

Q ueen Anne house w ith  diam ond p attern up p er sash  w indow s  
Seattle, W ash ing ton  
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http://www.ci.glendale.ca.us/planning/CraftsmanSurvey/Craftsman%20Style%20Guide-PDF%20Version.pdf


A B C 

 

V icto rian era house w ith  a variety o f Q ueen Anne w indow s typ es  
M ilfo rd, Delaw are  
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Q ueen Anne 
These w ind ow s vary w id ely, b ut larg er sq uare o r d iam o nd  p anes o f 
g lass surro und ed  by sm all g lass sq uares w ere p o p ular. G enerally, w in-
d ow s are d o ub le-hung  sash w ith w o od  fram es. The sm all sq uares w ere 
o ften stained  g lass, using  textured  g lass o r b evel-cut p anes. Like their 
w ind ow s, the Q ueen Anne architectural style is elab o rate, o ften w ith ex-
cessive d etailing .  
 
A Diam ond  d etail of o ne-over-o ne d o ub le-hung  sash w ind ow         

o n  S an Francisco, CA, resid ence. 
B R o und  arched  Q ueen Anne style up p er sash w ind ow s and       

transo m . 
C M ulti-colo red  stained  g lass and  elong ated  d iam o nd  p attern   

characterize these w ind ow s o n  a b ay in  Chicag o, IL. 
D Arched  Q ueen Anne d o ub le-hung  sash w ind ow  w ith fixed       

sem i-circular w ind ow s at g ab le o f ho use in  G ettysb urg , PA. 
E Q ueen Anne d o ub le-hung  sash w ind ow  o n  row  ho use. 
 
 
 
 

www.preservationnation.org
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S ing le-hung  sash, Doub le-hung  sash  and Trip le-hung  sash  
In sing le-hung  w ind ow s, only the b o tto m  sash m oves. In  d o ub le-hung  
w ind ow s, w hich evo lved  fro m  the sing le hung  sash, b o th the top  and  
b o tto m  sash are m oveab le. In  trip le-hung  w ind ow s, each sash m ay 
m ove o r the center m ay b e fixed . 
 

A  Tw o -over-tw o. Each sash has tw o  p anes o f g lass. These w ind ow s 
b ecam e p op ular as g lass-m aking  techno log y im p roved , m aking  
ind ivid ual p ieces o f g lass larg er and  m o re affo rd ab le. 

B  S ix-over-six. M ulti-lig ht w ind ow s are nam ed  accord ing  to   how  
m any p anes o f g lass are in  each sash. O ther co m m on arrang e-
m ents are nine-over-tw elve, and  nine-over-six.   

C  O ne-over-O ne. Each sash has just o ne p ane of g lass. The w ind ow s 
in  this exam p le have arched  up p er sash. O ne-over-one w ind ow s 
b ecam e increasing ly co m m o n after the last q uarter o f the nine-
teenth century. 

D Six-over-six, trip le-hung  sash. U niq ue d esig n that offers g oo d  
floo r to  ceiling  ventilatio n. This exam p le features d eco rative 
stained  g lass m o tif in  up p er sash. 

R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• H ow  to  R esto re Sash W ind ow s. O ld  H o use Jo urnal. 
• R esto ring  W ind ow  Sashes. Fine H o m eb uild ing . David  G ib ney. 
• Sash W ind ow s. W inchester City Council. 
 

A B C 

 

Q ueen Anne co ttag e w ith  o ne-over-one doub le-hung  sash  w indow s  
Indianap o lis, Indiana 
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S ing le, Doub le and Trip le-H ung  Sash   
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http://www.oldhousejournal.com/how_to_restore_sash_windows/magazine/1600
http://www.museums.jhu.edu/symposium/pdf/restoring_window_sashes.pdf
http://www.winchester.gov.uk/Documents/Conservation/sash-windows.pdf


C F E D A 
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Arts and Crafts b ung alow  w ith  casem ent and doub le-hung  w indow s  
Savannah, Geo rg ia  

Additio nal W indow  Typ es  
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Additio nal W indow  Typ es 
M o st resid ential architecture is vernacular, inco rp o rating  a variety o f ar-
chitectural styles and  features, includ ing  w ind ow  typ es. So m e of these 
are b ased  o n  histo rical p reced ents, such as the P allad ian w ind ow , 
nam ed  fo r 16 th century architect, And rea P allad io. O thers are o ften a 
co m b inatio n o f trad itio nal and  m od ern interp retations.   
 
A K eyhole w ind ow  w ith fixed  p in-w heel up p er sash. 
B Bevel-cut g lass w ind ow  w ith flo ral d etail 
C Sem icircular fanlig ht w ind ow , lo cated  ab ove d oo rw ays. 
D M od ern interp retatio n o f sid elig hts w ith g lass b lock o n  ho use in  

P o rtland , O R . 
E Alum inum  p icture w ind ow  w ith casem ents o n  Lustro n house. 
F P allad ian style w ind ow  o n  resid ence in  H arrisb urg , PA. 
 
R eso urces (click title fo r link): 
• And rea P allad io   150 8-1580 . Italian H eritag e &  Culture Com m ittee o f 

N ew  Yo rk, Inc. 
• The Lustro n H o m e  

www.preservationnation.org
http://www.italyculturemonth.org/FICHM08.pdf
http://www.lustronpreservation.org/
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The N atio nal Trust fo r H isto ric P reservatio n (w w w .P reservatio nN atio n. 
o rg ) is a no n-p ro fit m em b ership  o rg anizatio n b ring ing  p eo p le 
to g ether to  p ro tect, enhance and  enjoy the p laces that m atter to  
them . By saving  the p laces w here g reat m o m ents fro m  histo ry—and  
the im p o rtant m om ents o f everyd ay life—took p lace, the N atio nal 
Trust fo r H isto ric P reservatio n help s revitalize neig hb o rho od s 
and  co m m unities, sp ark eco no m ic d evelop m ent and  p ro m o te 
enviro nm ental sustainab ility. W ith head q uarters in  W ashing to n, 
DC, nine reg io nal and  field  o ffices, 29  histo ric sites, and  p artner 
o rg anizatio ns in  all 50  states, the N atio nal Trust fo r H isto ric 
P reservatio n p rovid es lead ership , ed ucatio n, ad vo cacy and  reso urces 
to  a natio nal netw o rk o f p eop le, org anizations and  lo cal co m m unities 
co m m itted  to  saving  p laces, connecting  us to  o ur histo ry and  
co llectively shap ing  the future o f Am erica’s sto ries. 
 
1785 M assachusetts Avenue, N W  
W ashing to n, DC 20 0 36  
 

w w w .P reservatio nN atio n.o rg /W eatherizatio n 
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Rom anesq ue Revival house w ith  leaded and curved g lass w indow s 
Denver, Co lo rado  
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