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Components of Update

�Update of landmarks outside of historic 

districts

�City-wide reconnaissance survey

�Historic context statement for selected 

neighborhood

�Review of Historic Review Program

�Recommendations
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Landmarks Update
Homes with good integrity
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Landmarks Update
Process

�Upload existing 

records

�Photograph 87 

landmarks (Jan-Feb 

2011)

�Update records with 

new information

�Evaluate each 

property
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Landmarks Update
Eligibility

National
Register

Significant

Contributing

• Properties on 

National Register – 4

• Significant properties 

– 12

• Contributing 

properties - 59
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Landmarks Update
Changes to properties

No integrity

Demolished

Upgraded

De-listed

• Downgraded due to 

lack of integrity – 12

• Demolished – 4

• Upgraded to 

“individually 

significant” – 2

• De-listed at owner’s 

request - 1
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Landmarks Update
Issues
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Demolition “Borrowed” details

Synthetic siding Vinyl windows

Demolition



Reconnaissance Survey
Homes with good integrity
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Reconnaissance Survey
Process
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Reconnaissance Survey
Process

�Create records in database

�Record & photograph 1700 properties 

(Feb-March 2011)

�Update records with new information

�Evaluate each property
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Reconnaissance Survey
Styles

Victorian
era

Vernacular

Period
Revival

Craftsman

Modern

Other

• Victorian-era – 4%

• Vernacular – 28%

• Period Revival – 2%

• Craftsman – 18%

• Modern – 44%

• Other – 5%
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Reconnaissance Survey
Eligibility

Significant

Contributing

Non-
contributing

Demolished

• Significant - 10

• Contributing - 654

• Non-contributing –

966

• Demolished - 12
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Reconnaissance Survey
Issues in order of priority

�Replacement windows – vinyl, aluminum

�Replacement siding – vinyl, aluminum, 

pressed wood, Hardiboard (cement fiber 

siding)

�Inappropriate additions and alterations

�Neglect

�Demolition
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Reconnaissance Survey
Issue 1 – Replacement windows
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Vinyl windows

Visible skylights

Aluminum windows

Inappropriate proportions



Reconnaissance Survey
Issue 2 – Replacement siding
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Smooth siding Synthetic wood

Vinyl siding

Smooth siding

Vinyl siding



Reconnaissance Survey
Issue 3 – Inappropriate additions & alterations
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Insensitive additionLarge dormer

Inappropriate detailingLarge addition



Historic Context Statement
Context for early Rivercrest Additions
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Historic Context Statement
Context for early Rivercrest Additions

• Platted in 1940, 1946

• Developed 1940 –

1960s

• Lots developed 

individually

• Large and small lots

• Variety of mid-century 

styles

• Good integrity
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Historic Context Statement
Value of historic context statements

• Adds to our knowledge of this era in 
Oregon City 

• Allows us to target areas for future surveys

• Contributes to our knowledge of this 
neighborhood

• Assists with raising awareness of historic 
preservation issues

• Assists with community and neighborhood 
planning efforts

Oregon City  - Historic Review Program - Historic Survey & Update Project



Mid-Century Modern styles
World War II-era Cottage

Character-defining features

• Shallow-sloped hip roof; 

no eaves

• Recessed or side entry 

door

• Double-hung &/or corner 

windows with horizontal 

lights

• Decorative round or 

octagonal focal windows
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Mid-Century Modern styles
Minimal Traditional House

Character-defining features

• Side gable or hip roof; 

narrow or no eaves

• Square or slightly 

rectangular plan

• Small covered stoop

• Varied materials

• Double-hung windows & 

small picture window
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Mid-Century Modern styles
Early Ranch House

Character-defining 
features

• Side gable or hip roof

• Slightly rectangular 
footprint

• Open floor plan

• Horizontal-oriented 
windows

• Integral one-car 
garage
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Mid-Century Modern styles
Ranch House

Character-defining features

• Shallow-sloped gable or 

hip roof; deep overhangs

• Long rectangular 

footprint; horizontal 

aspect

• Horizontally-oriented 

windows

• Horizontally-oriented 

cladding such as wide 

boards and Roman brick
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Regulatory Review
Recommendations – policies & regulations

• Preservation policies – none

• Zoning Code – focus regulations on 

design review

• Design Guidelines – focus on Secretary of 

Interior’s Standards; increase consistency 

between documents;

• Public Education – hold workshops on 

rehabilitation practices; revise website                        
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Regulatory Review
Recommendations – survey program

• Continue survey program for planning 

purposes

• Continue survey program for historic 

preservation purposes

• Focus on mid-century neighborhoods

• Improve program on good rehabilitation 

practices

• Consider a preservation plan
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Oregon City

Historic Review Program

Historic Survey & Update Project

Thank you!

Diana Painter, PhD, AICP

Email:  diana@preservationplans.com

Tel:  509-290-5262; 707-364-0697


