
OREGON CITY HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

Street Address: 811 CENTER ST City: OREGON CITY

USGS Quad Name: Oregon City

Township: 02S Range: 02E Section: 31 Tax Lot #: 1400

Date of Construction:

c. 1950

Historic Name:

First United Methodist Church

*Current Name or Use:

Victorious Faith Family Church

Associated Archaeological Site:

Unknown

Plan Type/Shape: Complex Number of Stories: 2.0

Foundation Material: Concrete Structural Framing: Unknown

Roof Type/Material: Gable / Composition shingle

Exterior Surface Materials Primary: Stone Secondary: Lap Decorative:

Window Type/Material: Multi-pane casement; multi-pane fixed; round

Exterior Alterations or 
Additions/Approximate Date:

None apparent

Historic Use or Function:

Religion - church

Latitude: 45 21 28 N Longitude: 122 36 18 W

Moved? No

Number and Type of Associated Resources: None

Grouping or Cluster Name:

NA

Architectural Classification(s): Gothic Revival

GPS

Integrity: Excellent Condition: Good Local Ranking: Designated Historic Site

Potentially Eligible:

Not Eligible:

National Register Listed? No

Description of Physical and Landscape Features:

This two story Gothic Revival Church has a complex plan and sits on a poured concrete foundation with basement. The cross gable roof is 
covered in composition shingles and pierced by shed roof dormers on the north facade. The Church is covered with stone and bevel siding on the 
bell tower and dormer walls. Most facades have buttresses. Windows are primarily multi-pane wood casement, arched multi-pane fixed with 
colored glass, round, and 1/1 wood double-hung. There are multiple entry doors in the building. The bell tower is topped by a spire. A stone 
retaining wall encircles the yard.

Statement of Significance:

Lots 3 and 4 of Block 41 were sold in 1912 by Clara E. Morey, widow, to Charles H. and Ella L. Caufield. The Caufields sold the property to the 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1920. In 1950, the Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church took a mortgage with the Benjamin 
Franklin Savings and Loan on the property. The mortgage was satisfied in 1957, and the trustees retained ownership through the rest of the 
historic period. The Methodist Church was organized by Rev. Alvin F. Waller in 1844. Early members included George Abernathy, C.W. Stafford, 
H.K. Henry. First United has the distinction of being the first Protestant Church built west of the Rockies. The original church was located at 3rd 
and Main and was moved by ox cart to 7th and Main. The congregation grew and the early church was moved to the back of the lot. It was 
replaced by another church which in altered form remains at the present site of the Phillips Store. After a fire in 1919, the church relocated in the 
Charles Caufield Mansion on the bluff. In 1950, the church constructed the present structure. The ministers were The Rev. David Hardy in 1941; 
The Rev. Orval M. Whitman in 1947; and The Rev. Clark S. Enz from 1960 through at least 1967.

Map #: 22E31AB

Reversible/Potentially eligible individually or in district

Irretrievable loss of integrity

Intact but lacks distinction

Not 50 years old

Individually     or As a contributing resource in a district

Reversible/Ineligible as it lacks distinction

Altered (choose one):

Block: 41 Lot: 3, 4
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