
OREGON CITY HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

Street Address: 1114 WASHINGTON ST City: OREGON CITY

USGS Quad Name: Oregon City

Township: 02S Range: 02E Section: 31 Tax Lot #: 3100

Date of Construction:

c. 1907

Historic Name:

LaForest House

*Current Name or Use:

Domestic - single dwelling

Associated Archaeological Site:

Unknown

Plan Type/Shape: Rectangle Number of Stories: 1.5

Foundation Material: Concrete Structural Framing: Unknown

Roof Type/Material: Gable / Composition shingle

Exterior Surface Materials Primary: Lap Secondary: Wood shingle Decorative:

Window Type/Material: 1/1 wood double-hung

Exterior Alterations or 
Additions/Approximate Date:

Storm windows cover most original double-hung windows; Some one-story additions at rear

Historic Use or Function:

Domestic - single dwelling

Latitude: 45 21 35 N Longitude: 122 36 05 W

Moved? No

Number and Type of Associated Resources: Garage at rear   (1)

Grouping or Cluster Name:

NA

Architectural Classification(s): Bungalow

GPS

Integrity: Good Condition: Good Local Ranking: Designated Historic Site

Potentially Eligible:

Not Eligible:

National Register Listed? No

Description of Physical and Landscape Features:

This 1-1/2 story house sits under a side gable roof that is bellcast with a large gabled dormer on the west façade.  A full width porch is recessed 
under the main gable on the west side, where the eave is supported by Tuscan columns set on a solid balustrade.  A wide frieze encircles the 
porch, and the gables feature boxed eaves above wide frieze boards with gable end returns.  The house is primarily clad with beveled lap siding 
finished with cornerboards, but the gable ends are clad with wood shingles above a string course at the second floor window heads.  The 
windows are primarily 1/1 double-hung wood sash, but the west side features a large fixed pane with a small transom window.  The windows 
typically feature board trim and apron moldings, and the first floor windows have decorative hood moldings.  The house rests on a concrete 
foundation with a fully developed water table.  A tall brick chimney is located on the south wall of the house.

A small garage is located to the east of the house, clad with stucco and covered by a flat roof.

Statement of Significance:

In 1913, Mary LaForest, widowed, sold the property to Don Meldrum.  Don Meldrum, born in 1884, was a grandson of Mary and Eugene 
LaForest, Oregon City pioneers who lived next door at 1110 Washington Street. He attended the University of Oregon, took a law degree at San 
Francisco, and, as a registered civil engineer and member of the California State Bar, was hired as principal supervisor for the Crown-Willamette 
Paper Company, where he worked for 25 years. In 1933, he became West Coast Civil Engineer and Real Estate Director for the Northern Pacific 
division of the U.S. Corps of Army Engineers, where he worked on such projects as Bonneville Dam. He died in 1947.  In 1907, Don transferred 
the property to his wife, Doris.  In 1918, Doris sold the property to L.V. and Edith Roake.  L.V. worked for Roake Motor Works.  The Roakes 
retained the property for about 60 years.  In 1980, William Roake and Hazel Collins sold the lot to John and Marva Bentely.

Map #: 22E31AA

Reversible/Potentially eligible individually or in district

Irretrievable loss of integrity

Intact but lacks distinction

Not 50 years old

Individually     or As a contributing resource in a district

Reversible/Ineligible as it lacks distinction

Altered (choose one):

Block: 68 Lot: 8
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