OREGON CITY
PARK PLACE NEIGHBORHOOD
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 1990

BISTORIC NAME: Smith, William H. and Louisa, House

COMMON NAME: ’

PROPERTY ADDRESS: - 15824 S. Harley Avenue

OWNER: ’ R. Burton & Ellen Elledge

OWNER’S ADDRESS: 14397 S. Forsythe Road, Oregon City

RESOURCE TYPE: Buildings

PRESENT USE: Residential

THEME: Culture

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown

COUNTY: Clackamas

QUAD: Gladstone

T/R/S: 2-2E-20DD

TAX LOT: 400

ADDITION: : First Addition to Park Place

BLOCK: -

LOT: 1

LOT SIZE: .13 acres

ZONE: RD-4 Two Family Residential
HOUSE

DATE BUILT: c. 1870

STYLE: Vernacular

PLAN TYPE/SHAPE: Asymmetrical

NO. OF STORIES: 1%

FOUNDATION MATERIAL: Concrete

BASEMENT: No

ROOF FORM AND MATERIALS: Gable w/comp. shingles

WALL CONSTRUCTION/STRUCTURAL FRAME: Woad/stud

PRIMARY WINDOW TYPE: _ Double-hung

EXTERIOR SURFACING MATERIALS: . Narrow shiplap, corner boards, rake

boards
DECORATIVE FEATURES: None
OTHER: Full-width porch w/ slightly battered

supports and caps w. elev.; enclosed
shed porch, n. elev,; paneled and
glazed doors; gabled ell e. elev; 1
story gabled ell w/ tongue-and-groove
siding, four-panel door and projecting
gabled corner n. e.ev e. elev.

CONDITION: Good

EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS (DATE): o Porch balustrade altered (n.d.)



NOTEWORTHY LANDSCAPE FEATURE Ornamental plantings: laurel hedge,
roses, hydrangea; grapes along Taylor
Lane.

NON-CONTRIBUTING FEATURES: None

SETTING: Located on the southeast corner of Harley and Taylor Lane. Houses in the area
date from late 19th century to mid-20th century. The large parcel is level and landscaped
with ornamental plantings

RECORDED BY: Koler/Morrison

DATE: August, 1990 SHPO NO.



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ADDRESS: 15824 Harley
HISTORIC NAME: Smith, William H. and Louisa, House

William and Louisa Smith are believed to be the original owners of the subject property.
They deeded the house is 1890 to Eli Rivers, who sold the property to Harriet A. Woods
within one month. The title to the property was held by various members of the Woods
family until 1901, Over the next few years it was sold to a succession of owners, including
R.H. and Carrie Dunn, who owned it from 1903 to 1911. It was sold twice before 1813
when to passed to Cora Jane Minger (Mrs. Alfred). It remained in her name until 1972.

William Smith was born in Ohio in 1840. He served in the Civil War, attaining the rank
of captain. After the war he emigrated to Oregon and married Louisa Rivers, a native of
Canada. Smith worked at the mill at Park Place for 30 years. He assisted in converting
the facility from a saw mill to a paper mill. The Smiths had three children: Charles E.,
Fred W. and Katie Freytag. Smith was a Director of the school board for 30 years, a
member of the Blue Lodge AF. & AM, the Grand Army of the Republic and Union
Veterans organization. After the paper was closed at Park Place, Smith purchased the
Henan Buck donation land claim.

Some information is known about the other owners. R.H. Dunn was an employee of the
Hawley Paper Company. Alfred Minger operated Minger Truck Lines.

The house is a good example of the Vernacular style. It is composed of several
perpendicular volumes covered with narrow, dropped siding and finished with corner and
rake boards. According to son of the former cwner, the walls are 1" by 10" planks and
fastened with square nails, This method of construction was generally out of fashion by
1885, aiding in establishing the date of construction.

A small one-stary gabled volume is attached to the house hy a breezeway. The original use
of this volume is unclear, however, it is now used as living space.

Overall the alterations to the house have been limited. The front porch posts appear to
have been replaced in the early 20th century, and on the north side of the house there is
a porch which appears to have been enclosed.

In addition to the dwelling, there is an outbuilding which fronts on Taylor Lane. This
building is clad with tongue-and-groove siding and a projecting gable cover exfends over the
north elevation. During the period the property was owned by the Mingers, this building
was used as a garage for a car and a truck.

Landscape features, including a laurel hedge, hydrangeas, roses and grapes, contribute to the
historic character of the dwelling.



Sources:

Clackamas County Directory, 1947-48.

Elledge, Burt. Interview w/ Mathilda Schwahn, July 1990.

Minger, Harold. Interview w/ Paulette Merrill, August 1990.

Oregon City Landmarks Inventory, Urban Growth Boundary, 1982.

Gaston, Joseph. Portrait and Biographical Record of the Willamette River.
1903.

Oregon Journal. 23 January 1934.

TICOR Title Company records, Oregon City, OR



OREGON CITY
PARK PLACE NEIGHBORHOOD
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY 1880

HISTORIC NAME: Smith, William H. & Louisa, House

COMMON NAME:

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 15824 S. Harley Avenue

OWNER: R. Burton & Ellen Elledge

OWNER'S ADDRESS: 14397 S. Forsythe Road, Oregon City

RESOURCE TYPE: Buildings

PRESENT USE: Shed

THEME: Culture

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Unknown

COUNTY: Clackamas

QUAD: Gladstone

T/R/S: 2-2E-20DD

TAX LOT: 400

ADDITION First Addition to Park Place

BLOCK: -

LOT: 1

LOT SIZE: 13 acre

ZONE: RD-4 Two-Family Residential
SHED

DATE BUILT: Unknown

STYLE: Vernacular

PLAN TYPE/SHAPE: Rectangular

NO. OF STORIES: 1

FOUNDATION MATERIAT:

BASEMENT: No

ROOF FORM AND MATERIALS: Gable, comp. shingles

WALL CONSTRUCTION/STRUCTURAL FRAME: Wood/stud

PRIMARY WINDOW TYPE:
EXTERIOR SURFACING MATERIALS:
DECORATIVE: FEATURES:

OTHER:

CONDITION:

EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS (DATE):

NOTEWORTHY LANDSCAPE FEATURE:
NON-CONTRIBUTING FEATURES:

SETTING:
RECORDED BY: Koler/Morrison
DATE: August 1990

Four-paneled door

- Good

Porch cover added (n.d.); chimney
added, (n.d.)

See house at 16824 S, Harley Ave.
See house at 15824 S. Harley Ave.
See house at 15824 5. Harley Ave.

SHPO NO.



OREGON CITY
PARK PLACE NEIGHBORHOOD
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY - 1890

SITE PLAN AND PHOTOGRAPH: 15824 Harley Street
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