
OREGON CITY HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

Street Address: 503 HIGH ST City: OREGON CITY

USGS Quad Name: Oregon City

Township: 02S Range: 02E Section: 31 Tax Lot #: 4400

Date of Construction:

c. 1882

Historic Name:

Latourette, Charles David, House

*Current Name or Use:

Commerce - office

Associated Archaeological Site:

Unknown

Plan Type/Shape: Complex Number of Stories: 2.0

Foundation Material: Stone Structural Framing: Unknown

Roof Type/Material: Hip / Composition shingle

Exterior Surface Materials Primary: Drop Secondary: Decorative:

Window Type/Material: 1/1 wood double-hung

Exterior Alterations or 
Additions/Approximate Date:

Iron balustrades and posts on front porch; West and east porches altered; Slanted bay window on 
northwest corner, 1932.

Historic Use or Function:

Domestic - single dwelling

Latitude: 45 21 22 N Longitude: 122 36 30 W

Moved? No

Number and Type of Associated Resources: Garage   (1)

Grouping or Cluster Name:

NA

Architectural Classification(s): Queen Anne

GPS

Integrity: Good Condition: Good Local Ranking: Designated Historic Site

Potentially Eligible:

Not Eligible:

National Register Listed? Yes

Description of Physical and Landscape Features:

This two story house sits under a truncated hip roof with gables covering large bays that project out from the south and east sides of the house.  
A small hip roof covers a porch at the southeast corner of the house, supported by a turned column at the corner with a wrought iron balustrade 
and spindle work frieze.  The main hip and gables feature enclosed eaves with wide frieze and rake boards, and the gable ends have decorative 
stickwork.  The south gable features a steep shed roof over the first floor windows, and the east gable has an octagonal bay at the first floor level 
with small pendants and scroll work at the cantilevered portions of the rectangular second floor.  The house is entirely clad with horizontal drop 
siding, finished with cornerboards above the full water table.  The windows are typically 1/1 double-hung wood sash with plain board surrounds 
and wide apron boards.  Other decorative features include recessed panels beneath the first and second floor windows in the east gable.  A large 
interior chimney penetrates the main hip and features a decorative corbelled cap.

A two car garage is located at the northeast corner of the lot under a low hip roof.  The garage is constructed of parged concrete, and features 
enclosed eaves and a pair of twelve-pane-over-six-panel overhead doors.

Statement of Significance:

This house was reported constructed in 1882.  The recorded owners at the time were Daniel and Mary Leahy.  Charles David Latourette 
purchased this property in 1885 and lived there with his family until 1930.  Latourette was a prominent member of a locally important family that 
contributed significantly to the development of Oregon City. He and brother D.C. Latourette established the first bank in Oregon City in 1886, the 
Commercial Bank of Commerce and practiced law locally.  Latourette was an organizer and first president of the Clackamas County Bar 
Association and served as councilman, police judge and mayor of Oregon City. He and his wife, Sedonia Shaw had four sons.  (The address was 
renumbered in 1916.) The house remained in the Latourette extended family until 1979.  Donie Latourette purchased it in 1930 and sold it to 
Edna in 1945 who passed it on to Linn Latourette in 1974.  This property was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980.
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Reversible/Potentially eligible individually or in district

Irretrievable loss of integrity
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