OREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

County | CLACKAMAS

Note: For properties 35 years old and newer, starred (*) sections are the only required fields.

*Street Address: 719-721 MAIN STREET *City: Oregon City
USGS Quad Name: Oregon City UTM or GPS Latitude: Longitude:
Township: 285 Range: 2E Section: 31 | Block/Lot: 6/1 {51/2) Tax Lot #: 22E31AB0O5000
*Date of Construction: Historic Name: Historic Use or Function:
c.1888/c.1955 Caufield-Gardner Building Jewelry store
Group or Ensemble Name: *Current Name or Use: Assaciated Archaeclogical Site:
N/A County offices Unknown
Style(sh:  Modern commercial Plan Type/Shape:  Rectangular
Foundation Material: Concrete Structural Framing: Wood Number of Stories: 1
Roof Type/Material: Flat/built-up Window Type/Material: Fixed metal display
Exterior Surface Materials - Primary Structural glass (carrara) Secondary: Granite Decorative; Glass block

Exterior Alterations or Additions/ Has been substantially altered from its 2-story 1888 form; current facgade a resuft of a c.1955 remodal

Approximate Date(s):

Integrity: Poor Preliminary National Register Findings I:] National Register Listed

Condition: Fair
Potentially Etigible: [ | Individually (andfor) [ | As a contributing resource in a district

Local Ranking: Not Eligible: D In current state Irretrievable loss of integrity E] Not historic

Description of Physical and/or Landscape Features:

This is a one-story buildling that has been substantially altered over time. Hs curreni facade is the result of a ¢.1955 remodel, which
included a *modernization™ with maroon-colored Carrara glass, glass block transoms, recessed entries and large expanses of fixed, metal
display windows. There are retractabie canvas awnings attached to the building over the windows. The parapet wall is a smooth
surface to the top of the building with no cornice or visible coping. The south elevation was stuccoed after the building next door was
demolished. A mural has been painted on this south wall.

Statement of Significance: (use additional sheets if necessary)

The Caufield family owned a several lots on this block, on which they constructed their home and a number of commercial buildings.
The information presented in the 1883 survey was confusing and possibly inaccurate about this building and its neighbors to the north.
Robert Caufield, an Oregon City pioneer of 1843, built a store on the corner of Main and 8th in ¢.1850 and a family house on the south
half of the lot. The sicre was a two-story, classically detailed building. Sometime in the lata 1880s, the house was moved closer to the
river and a new building was erected in its place. This building was a twoc-story Htalianate structure at 719 Main. The 1892 Sanbomn
maps show a separate, ohe-story structure located at 721 Main between this new building and the 1850s store, According to the 1983
survey, a fire in the mid-1930s (date unverified) damaged the second floor of the building at 719, as well as the one at 723 Main. After
removal of the second floor of this building, the Caufields reportedly divided the one-story building that sat between the two larger
buildings, adding additional footage to each of the historic buildings. The survey goes one 1o report that bath buildings were stuccoed at
this time and indicates that the building at 723 is the remnant of the 1850s building. This information is inaccurate, as that building was
demolished in 1936 and an entire new building constructed in its place {see survey form for 723 Main}. Hence, it is not clear what
happened to the small one-story building at 721; a portion of it may have been added to the remains of the two-story structure at 719,
but this was not verified. The carrara glass facade was the result of a 1%50s alteration, perhaps in c.1855 whan a camera shoep moved
into the building. The 1983 survey indicates that at that time, a six-foot concrete addition was built on the front of the building
funverified). The building was the home of the Gardner Jewalry store (at 719 Main) from shortly after the turn of the century to 1981,
first for George Gardner and later his son, Wilmer. Smali variety shops occupied the space at 721. The building is currently considered
ineligible as a contributing resource in a histaric disirict because none of its historic appearance is intact. However, should a district be
nominated in 2005 or later, the building would be eligible as a contributing resource as an excellent example of the "moderne” carrara
lass facade.
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DREGON INVENTORY OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES
HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM

Note: For properiies 35 years old and newer, starred {*} sections are the only required fields.

County | CLACKAMAS

|

*Street Address:  719-721 MAIN STREET

*City: Oregon City

Architect andfor Builder:

Unknown

Addition or Subdivision Nam  Oregon City Original Plat

Areals) of Significance:

Commerce

Property Category:

Building | | Structure | ] site [ ] Object [ | District

Cwhner Type:

[ Jprivate [ Jrocal | |state [ ]Federal || Mixed

Owner Name: undetiermined
Address:
City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Documentation

Ressarch Sources: D Building Permits

[:[ Tax Records
[X] sHPO Files
D State Archives
D State Library

Local Histories

[ ] Abstract of Title

Sanborn Maps

[ ] obituary Index

City Directories

i::] Census Records
Biographical Encyclopedias

Newspapers

D Personal Interviews

Historic Pﬂotographs

Local Library {specify
Oregon City Public Library

University Library {specif
uososu

Historical Society (specify

Clackamas Co. Historical Society

Other {specify):
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Directory of Clackamas County. Portland, OR: Pacific Directory Service, 1948.

Gardner, Wilmer (compiler). Qld Oregon City. Oregon City, OR: Clackamas County Historical Society, 1987.

The City of Qregon City's 1983 Historic Survey of Downtown Oregon City (individual property files}.

Webber, Bert and Margie. Oregon City (By Way of the Barlow Road) At the End of the National Historic Oregon Trail.

Medford, OR: Webh Research Group, 1993.

Wiederhold, Kathleen M. Exploring Oregon's Historic Courthouses. Corvallis, OR: Oregon State Universily Press, 1988
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