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New Interpretive & Historical Signs 
MCLOUGHLIN BOULEVARD PHASE 2 AT DUNES DRIVE & JON STORM PARK

Downtown Oregon City secured a Metro Enhancement Grant to provide visual unification, wayfinding 
and heritage interpretation to tell the impressive story of downtown Oregon City. 

This past winter and spring the City worked together with Downtown Oregon City to design, produce and 
install three new interpretive signs and a Willamette River Greenway map along the recently completed 
McLoughlin Boulevard Phase 2 project near Dunes Drive. The interpretive signs provide a brief history of 
the Willamette River including information on the “George Abernethy Memorial Bridge” (I-205), which 
bridged a transportation gap in 1968; steaming ahead to a “New Industry” in the 1850’s that included at 
least 8 steamboats being built in Oregon City; and a recurring history of flooding at the “Confluence of 
Two Rivers” (Willamette and Clackamas). 

Also in cooperation with Down-
town Oregon City, new signage 
was installed on the Jon Storm 
Park restroom facility. The signage 
provides a history of the Jon Storm 
Park, as well as the property on 
which the park is located. These 
signs also provide insight into His-
toric Oregon City and the historic 
attractions in downtown!

!
Public Comments 
are Needed for 
Molalla Ave Grant
WE NEED YOUR HELP! See inside 
back cover for complete details.

Although the specific scope has 
not yet been defined, Oregon 
City Public Works will be applying 
for a Metro grant seeking funds 
for the construction of pedes-
trian and bicycle improvements 
on Molalla Avenue. The overall 
project limits are Beavercreek Rd 
to Highway 213; however, cost 
restrictions and grant limitations 
mean that the City will likely 
apply for funding for just a sec-
tion of the roadway. 

PLEASE SHOW YOUR SUPPORT 
for Oregon City's grant applica-
tion by visiting our web page at 
www.orcity.org/publicworks/
project/grant. 

We will update the page with our 
final project scope and, when it 
is available, we'll provide a link to 
the Metro web page when the 
“public comment period” opens 
in October.  

ThinkPermit.com

To find out when you need 
a permit for your home 
project, call the Oregon 

City Building Department at 
503.722.3789
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Setting Speed Zones

Setting speed zones on Oregon’s highways and streets is often a controversial 
and emotional issue. Many citizens believe that lowering the speed will improve 
traffic safety on their street or in their community. On the other hand, speed 
zones that are unrealistic are often disregarded by a majority of motorists who 
are normally careful and law-abiding citizens. 

Speed zoning, when used with an overall traffic plan, helps traffic move more 
safely and efficiently. However, it does not provide a quick fix for land-use prob-
lems or poor traffic patterns. Instead, speed zoning reflects a reasonable balance 
between the needs of drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists using public roads for 
travel and for those who live along these roads. 

THE LOGIC OF SPEED ZONES—Extensive studies from around the US show that 
traffic moving at a speed that is reasonable for the road and weather condi-
tions results in fewer accidents. Drivers are more patient, because a reasonable, 
uniform speed allows progress with less passing, less delay, and fewer rear-end 
collisions. Lowering the speed does not necessarily result in fewer crashes. 

THE BASIC RULE—Designated and posted speeds are not the final word in Ore-
gon; all travel on public streets and highways is subject to the BASIC RULE. The 
Basic Rule is both a safety valve and an acknowledgement that drivers are able 
to act independently, reasonably, and with good judgment. The Rule states that 
a motorist must drive at a speed that is reasonable and prudent at all times by 
considering other traffic, road and weather conditions, dangers at intersections, 
and any other conditions that affect safety and speed. The Basic Rule does not 
allow motorists to drive faster than the posted or designated speed. Instead, it 
expects drivers to be responsible for their own actions. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A SPEED 
ZONE CHANGE IS REQUESTED? 
The Oregon Department of 
Transportation has the responsi-
bility to investigate most public 
roads at the request of the road 
authority (which, in our case, is 
the City of Oregon City). When 
a city or county asks ODOT to 
review a speed zone, an engi-
neering study is started.

The road is surveyed for:
 ❚ Lane and shoulder widths 
 ❚ Signals and stop signs 
 ❚ Number of intersections & other accesses 
 ❚ Roadside development 
 ❚ Parking and bicycle lanes 

Other criteria includes: 
 ❚ Number and type of vehicles 
 ❚ Number of pedestrians and cyclists 
 ❚ Crash history 
 ❚ Speed checks

Recognizing that most motorists are generally safe, the speed at or below which 
85 percent of the drivers travel is one nationally recognized factor proven by 
repeated studies as a fair and objective indication of safe and reasonable speeds. 

Speed Zoning FAQs 
 �Q: Won’t lowering the posted speed reduce speeds? 
A: NO. Studies show that there is little change in the driv-

ing speeds after a lower speed sign is posted. Drivers 
are much more influenced by the roadway conditions 
and their perceptions of the need to slow down. In fact, 
the lowering of a speed limit, below what is perceived 
by drivers as a reasonable speed, may result in greater 
differences in speeds (more variance) with some going 
faster and some going slower. This means there are 
more conflicts between vehicles than before the signed 
speed was lowered. One study reduced posted speeds 
by 5, 10 and 15 mph at numerous sites. When speeds 
were reduced, less than one-half of a percent of the 
drivers complied with the posted speeds. The average 
change in speed for all drivers was less than 2 mph and 
crashes increased by 5 percent. 

 � Q: How do we get vehicles to slow down? 
A: The real question is, “How do we improve safety?” 

Often, we get so focused on the question of reducing 
posted speeds that we lose sight of the real reason for 
slowing drivers. How to improve safety depends on 
what problem needs to be addressed. Are pedestrians 
having a hard time finding safe gaps to cross the road? 
Are vehicles trying to access a highway with high traffic 
congestion? This is where a local public works depart-
ment or ODOT can help. 

 � Q: Why do we even have posted speeds? 
A: Uniform speeds result in the safest and most efficient 

operation. The posted speed can keep traffic flowing 
smoothly when the majority of drivers find the speeds 
reasonable. To do this, the speeds must be logical and 
consistent throughout the state. If speeds are not rea-
sonable, they can become a source of frustration for 
drivers when the speeds are enforced, a source of frus-
tration for the local community when the speeds are 
not adhered to, and a source of frustration for police 
agencies when they are accused of enforcing the speeds 
just to produce revenue. Posted speeds give motorists 
an idea of an appropriate speed to drive in unfamil-
iar locations and are used by enforcement to identify 
excessive speeds and curb unreasonable behavior. 

 � Q: How are posted speeds determined? 
A: The Oregon Revised Statutes sets a default speed for 

certain streets and roadways. These are referred to as 
statutory speeds. To set a speed limit not designated in 
statute, a traffic engineering investigation of the road-
way conditions and current speeds must be performed. 
If that investigation indicates that a lower speed is safe 
and reasonable, a speed zone order may be issued and 
a lower speed posted. Speeds that are posted arbi-
trarily, without regard to the law, are suspect and could 
be challenged in court. 

Because Oregon City staff receives several requests each year for speed 
zone changes, we thought it appropriate to provide information regard-
ing the setting of speed zones. Requests for speed zone changes must 
come from cities or counties and not individuals. ODOT has limited 
staffing, so City staff must be prudent when submitting requests for 
speed zone changes. This article has been reprinted with permission from 
the Oregon Department of Transportation.

OCPW Note: As part of the speed zone investigation, ODOT prepares a report with 
photographs detailing the existing conditions and proposed changes. The report is 
then sent to the city along with ODOT's speed zone recommendation and if the City 
agrees with the recommendation, a new speed zone is established. If the City disagrees 
with the recommendation, ODOT's Speed Zone Review Panel makes the final decision. 
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Indoor Home Water Audit Kit
Fall is upon us and now is a good time to make sure all of your outside water using equipment is  
ready for the cold winter temperatures. If you haven't done it this year, have your backflow assem-
blies tested before you shut off and drain your irrigation system, drain and cover the pool, disconnect 
and put away all your hoses and sprinklers, cover your hose bibs, and make sure any exposed pipes 
are adequately protected to prevent freezing.

Fall and winter are also a good time to take a look at your indoor water use. The Clackamas River 
Water Providers have an Indoor Home Water Audit Kit to help you figure out how much water you 
are using and where you can save the most. Conducting an audit is simple and may take only an 
hour to complete. It will help you locate leaks so you can prioritize fixing them, and identify which 
fixtures may need to be upgraded to new low flow fixtures so you can start saving water and money.

INDOOR HOME WATER AUDIT KITS INCLUDES:
 ❚ Audit Kit Instructions—This brochure will guide you through the steps of how to conduct an 
indoor home water audit.

 ❚ Flow Meter Bag—Use this bag to measure how much water your household fixtures (kitchen 
faucet, shower head, bathroom faucet) use. 

 ❚ Drip Gauge—Use this to measure drips around your house. Even a seemingly small drip can 
waste a lot of water.

 ❚ Leak Detection Tablets—Use these tablets to see if your toilet has a leak. 
 ❚ Clackamas River Water Providers Rebate Brochure—The Clackamas River Water Providers 
offers up to $485 in indoor and outdoor rebates.  

For more information, to request free low water using devices for your home or how to participate in 
the CRWP water conservation rebate program, please visit us at www.clackamasproviders.org or call 
503.723.3511.

Members of the Clackamas River Water 
Providers (CRWP):  Clackamas River Water  
· City of Estacada · City of Gladstone · 
City of Lake Oswego · City of Tigard · 
Oak Lodge Water District · South Fork 
Water Board (Oregon City & West Linn) 
· Sunrise Water Authority (Happy Valley 
& Damascus)

"Flushable" Products Clog Private Sanitary Sewer Lines & Pump Stations
You can surf the web and find numerous articles on the hazards of products that are identified as 
“flushable” that actually clog private sewer lines and public sewer systems. The most problematic type 
of wipes appears to be personal wipes that adults are increasingly using in restrooms. Baby wipes, 
which spearheaded the wipes revolution, represented a simple disposal problem. Used to clean babies 
during diaper changes, the wipes went—along with soiled diapers—into a diaper pail or garbage can. 

However, as the use of personal wipes expanded from babies to adults, a problem has emerged: 
most adults are reluctant to put used wipes in the bathroom trash can. This has created a demand 
for wipes that are flushable; unfortunately, the majority of wipes on the market don’t biodegrade 
quickly enough to avoid clogging pipes. Once stuck, wipes create a blockage which other things 
catch on, and the next thing you know you’re calling a plumber and paying a few hundred dollars to 
get your drain snaked. If a few flushed wipes can cause a problem for a home, then the problem is 
only exacerbated by the time these products reach the Oregon City and Clackamas County systems, 
which were designed to handle items that break down relatively easily, such as toilet paper.

In addition to wipes, other items which may not clog private service lines, but often clog sewage pump stations are facial tissue (it is more durable 
than toilet paper), cotton swabs, dental floss and cat litter. None of these items are designed to be flushed (even though some say they are) and 
are often intact after traveling through sewer lines. Wipes labeled as flushable only means they will fit down the piping in your home; however, 
they can catch on pipe joints, tree roots and eventually wind around pumps. 

In Oregon City, 14 major sanitary sewage pump stations and 7 minor pump stations are required to convey sanitary sewage to the Tri-City Treat-
ment Plant. All of these pump stations require ongoing maintenance regardless of materials conveyed through their systems but maintenance 
needs continue to increase due to the types of materials being introduced by users into the sewer system. The so called “flushable” products 
continue to increase the City’s labor costs to maintain its sewer system, use of which, if not curtailed, will likely result in increased utility bills to 
either retrofit pump stations with equipment that better breaks down clogs or to keep existing pumps clog-free and running efficiently.

What is the alternative? Although it is tempting to use your toilet as a personal trash transporter, please use garbage receptacles for these non-
biodegradable products and make sure those around you do likewise.

So called "flushable" products, 

like wipes, have become such a 

problem that municipalities and 

homeowners have begun filing 

lawsuits against the manufac-

turers because their products 

notoriously block private sewer 

laterals, public sewer mains and 

bind up municipal pump sta-

tions.

30 TRAILNEWS Autumn 2016

CITY OF OREGON CITY  |  625 CENTER STREET  |  PO BOX 3040  |  OREGON CITY, OR 97045  |  503.657.0891  |  WWW.ORCITY.ORG



Only Rain Down the Storm Drain KEEP STORM DRAINS CLEAR!

Each fall, Oregon City Public Works sweeps up tons of leaves. We operate 2 street sweepers full-
time to pick up the fallen leaves as quickly as possible. It’s a big job with 139 center line miles (or 
278 lane miles) of roadway and 4,270 catch basins.

CLOGGED CATCH BASINS CAN CAUSE LOCALIZED FLOODING. HOW CAN YOU HELP?
 ❚ Do not rake or blow leaves into the street. Dispose of leaves by placing them in your debris 
bin or by composting on site. Also, please keep in mind that no one should rake, blow or place 
leaves in the street; this causes flooding and is overwhelming for the City's street sweepers. 
This is such a problem that if City personnel suspect leaves have been relocated from private 
property to the street, they will sweep around them rather than sweep them up so as not to 
clog equipment!  

 ❚ Clear blocked catch basins. Use a rake to remove the leaves from the catch basin grate, if safe 
to do so. Then properly dispose of them, as suggested above.

 ❚ Call Oregon City Public Works at 503.657.8241—if you see a flooded street or cannot safely 

clear a clogged catch basin.
Thank you for helping to keep our streets safe and our catch basins clear.
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Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control TO REDUCE STORMWATER POLLUTION

Oregon City’s Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP) has eight major program elements. Element #3 is titled “Construction Site Runoff Control”. 
Construction activities that remove ground cover greatly increase the potential for erosion of soil on the disturbed site. 

When no erosion control measures are in place, sediments such as 
sands, clays and silts are easily washed off the site during rain storms 
and flow into storm drains. Often this pollution goes directly into our 
streams and rivers. Sediments settle on the bottom of these water-
ways, smothering trout and salmon eggs. They destroy prime spawn-
ing areas and habitat for bottom-dwelling insects, which are a main 
food source for fish. They also cloud streams and make them less suit-
able for human recreation. Other pollutants, such as bacteria, metals 
and toxic materials, can attach to soil particles, increasing pollution.

Within the boundaries of Oregon City, any grading or soil disturbance 
associated with a development activity that disturbs 1,000 square feet 
or greater is required to obtain an erosion and sediment control permit 
from the City. An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan will be developed 
that clearly establishes control measures that are intended to prevent 
erosion and off site sediment transport during construction. You can 
learn more by visiting:  www.orcity.org/publicworks/erosion-control-0 or
www.orcity.org/publicworks/erosion-and-sediment-control-requirements   

Erosion control rules apply to all properties within the City boundaries, 
regardless of whether that property is involved in a construction or 
development activity. No one should allow mud, dirt, rock or other 
such debris to be tracked or deposited onto a public street or into any 
part of the storm and surface water system. If these materials do find 
their way onto the street, remove them immediately by mechanical 
means or by hand.

Each of us contributes to stormwater pollution. Each of us can take 
steps to reduce stormwater pollution. Ensuring that only rain goes 
down the storm drain is a step in the right direction. 
For more information about Oregon City’s SWMP go to:  www.orcity.org/
sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/4428/oc_swmp-
final_to_deq_5-1-2012.pdf 

Stormwater runoff is now our number one source of  
water pollution. When it rains, pollutants from your 
home, car, and garden wash into our rivers and streams. 
Learn how you can help protect our water at theriverstartshere.org

http://www.orcity.org/publicworks/erosion-control-0
http://www.orcity.org/publicworks/erosion-and-sediment-control-requirements
http://www.orcity.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/4428/oc_swmp-final_to_deq_5-1-2012.pdf
http://www.orcity.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/4428/oc_swmp-final_to_deq_5-1-2012.pdf
http://www.orcity.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/public_works/page/4428/oc_swmp-final_to_deq_5-1-2012.pdf
http://theriverstartshere.org


FRIENDS OF THE CONCERTS:
Adrian W. Smith, Attorney  |  Harmony Road Music Center  |  Forest Edge Vineyard  |  McLoughlin Neighborhood Assn  |  Smelser Homes Inc.

We would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to all of 
these generous local businesses and individuals. They have 
demonstrated their commitment to the entire community by 
sponsoring this annual summertime event! 

Their financial support of these cherished, open-air concerts 
allows the City of Oregon City to provide multiple oppor-
tunities for the community to share in an evening of top-
quality musical entertainment in a fun, safe family-friendly 
environment—for free!

If you or your organization are interested in being a sponsor 
of the 2017 Summer Concerts in the Park Series, please 
contact Rochelle Anderholm-Parsch at rparsch@orcity.org or 
503.496.1572. 

A Sincere THANK YOU  
 to All the SPONSORS of 

Oregon City's 2016 Summer 
Concerts in the Park Series! Hillside Chapel

FUNERALS, CREMATIONS & MEMORIAL GATHERINGS

Our Family Serving Your Family

reverse

Tire Center Oregon City

Public Comments Needed for 
Molalla Ave Grant! Continued from page 28

WE NEED YOUR HELP! — In order to have any chance of 
obtaining grant funds, we must have local support. In 2013, 
Oregon City submitted a grant application for the Molalla 
project, and although our application scored very highly, 
other municipalities were selected for funding, in part, 
because of enthusiastic community support. Show your sup-
port for Oregon City's grant application by visiting our web 
page at www.orcity.org/publicworks/project/grant. 

Public Works  

Photos show representative examples of 
locations that need attention and upgrade.

Photos show representative examples of locations that need attention and upgrade

Replace existing non-conforming 
ADA ramps with compliant ramps 
and updated ADA facilities.

Replace narrow deteriorated 
sidewalks with new wider 
pedestrian-friendly sidewalks, 
including furnishings, trees 
and improved transit facilities.

Add 870 linear feet of sidewalks 
currently missing from the 
corridor and increase safe 
pedestrian crossing opportunities 
using mid-block pedestrian 
activated rapid flashing beacons.

Replacement of outdated signal systems. 
Added medians, improved channelization / 
access management, and increased transit 
solutions to improve corridor safety.
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The Grand Cove Project  PHASE 1:

EXPECT MAIN STREET CLOSURES IN THE COVE AREA

Construction of The Grand Cove Project has begun. Work is 
commencing with a mass grading effort to prepare the site 
for development. That will be followed by the construction of 
244 garden-style apartment units, office space (about 8,000 
sq. ft.), a recreation building (about 3,000 sq. ft.), and all 
related infrastructure improvements on Main Street—which 
include full street improvements along with a roundabout, a 
stormwater line and a pedestrian crossing.

www.orcity.org/economicdevelopment/grand-cove-project
Developer webpage: www.thecoveoregoncity.com
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